Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange

The Kenyon Collegian

College Archives

10-27-2022

Kenyon Collegian - October 27, 2022

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian

Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - October 27, 2022" (2022). The Kenyon Collegian. 2585.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/2585

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized
administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please
contact noltj@kenyon.edu.

October 27, 2022

ESTABLISHED 1856

Vol. CL, No. 9

Student vehicle stolen from outside Morgan Apartments
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

In terms of campus thefts,
most Kenyon students would likely say they’ve seen it all. In recent
months, the College has witnessed
a number of stolen bikes and catalytic converters, a burglarized
NCA and all four tires and rims
swiped from a single car in the
South 2 parking lot. Unfortunately,
yet another theft on Oct. 19 adds a
2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee to the
list of stolen property, and though
the car itself has since been recovered, many of its parts are’ gone,
as well as many valuables from the
vehicle’s interior. The only other
vehicle theft to occur on campus
in the past three years was that of
a golf cart in 2021, which, according to Director of Campus Safety
Michael Sweazey, was taken for the
purpose of a joyride by a student.
The owner of the stolen Jeep,
Claire Fomook ’23, woke up the
morning of Oct. 20 with an eerie feeling that her guitar, which
she had left under the backseat of
her car for two days, was missing.
In an effort to ease her anxieties,
she resolved to walk to where she
had parked her car in the Morgan
Apartments lot, where she found
that the situation was even more
dire than she had feared. “Instead
of the guitar not being there, the
whole vehicle was not there,” she
said. “It was pretty traumatic.”
Following the theft, Campus

Fomook reunited with her Jeep Grand Cherokee. | COURTESY OF OLIVIA VRBA
Safety officers helped Fomook look
for her missing car around campus. “‘They kept asking me like,
‘Oh, did you leave your car somewhere?’” she said. “I think they
thought I had gotten high or something, and left it somewhere.”
Once it was determined that the
car was in fact gone, Fomook filed
a report with the Knox County
Sheriff’s Office (KCSO). The vehicle was recovered on Oct. 21 by the
Newark Police Department after
it was found on the side of a road
in Licking County, about thirty
miles from campus. The car was
found in a state of disarray with

its engine running and many of its
parts missing, including its catalytic converter and some pieces of
metal. In order to steal the catalytic converter, the thief also cut
through the car’s exhaust pipes
with a power tool, which could
cause the car to burst into flames
if it were to be driven. As a result,
the vehicle had to be towed back
to an auto-repair shop in Mount
Vernon, where it will likely remain
for about two weeks while it is repaired.
A number of valuable items, including the guitar, were also stolen
from inside the vehicle and have

yet to be recovered, such as a pair
of ice skates, a Subway gift card
and some cash. “They basically
completely emptied out my car.
They took my two-week-old grapes
that were in there, so I guess they
got a little hungry,” Fomook said.
All that the thief left behind were
some cleaning supplies, such as
rags and a few bottles of chemical
solution, which they likely used to
wipe away their fingerprints.
According to Sweazey, there
was no broken glass or other sign
of forced entry, which he explained
may indicate that the thief broke
into the vehicle using a “slim jim”

tool, a thin strip of metal with a
hooked end that can be slipped between a car’s window and its rubber seal in order to unlock its door.
With the newfound knowledge
that thieves are lurking so closely
to student vehicles and residences,
Fomook said that implementing
additional security measures to
areas where students park and live
would be beneficial. “Someone can
be walking back home from studying at the wrong time, during one
of these incidents, and the thieves
could react some other way,” she
said. “It would have been helpful
to have some sort of surveillance.”
Sweazey noted that crime
rates have risen since the Village
of Gambier stopped employing a
Deputy Sheriff to patrol the village
at night, but also emphasized that
college campuses tend to attract
thieves. “College campuses are
target-rich environments because
of the number of bicycles, etc and
an overall feeling of security that
leads people to not lock their valuables or secure their residences,”
he wrote in an email to the Collegian.
In light of this most recent
theft, there are not yet any additional plans to implement any new
security measures, or to reinstate
any old ones. Sweazey continues
to assure students that Campus
Safety officers patrol the campus,
and he encourages the Kenyon
community to utilize the RAVE
Guardian App to report any suspicious activity.

Flats opening delayed because of liquor license complication
RACHEL BOTKIN
STAFF WRITER

Flats, Kenyon’s much-anticipated student-run bar, has postponed its opening
day, which was originally intended to be
Halloween weekend. The student leaders
now hope to open by the end of the fall semester. This setback is due to complications
with their liquor license, which was delayed
four to six weeks by the Ohio Division of
Liquor Control (DOLC).
Flats was first conceived of in 2021 by cofounders Delaney Gallagher ’23 and James
Loveland ’22, who were inspired while
working Senior Week for the Class of 2021.
Gallagher said they envisioned a studentrun bar that would be able to fill the spaces
in campus life left behind by the pandemic,
during which the frequency of all-campus
events sharply decreased. The rural location of Kenyon’s campus also heightened
the need for more nightlife opportunities.
Gallagher elaborated that not many businesses or organizations are able to regularly
host social events every weekend.
Flats planned to time the approval of

their liquor license in order to open by Oct.
28, but were notified by the DOLC that
their application for their liquor license had
been delayed. “There was a complication in
the process that we did not foresee happening, and we were notified rather late by the
Ohio Liquor Board that it was going to take
an additional four to six weeks,” Gallagher
said.
Flats was informed of this complication on Oct. 15, putting the new estimated
opening date sometime in mid-November.
However, Gallagher believes that Flats will
likely be open closer to December, around
finals week. Because Flats is working with
AVI, their liquor license must be approved
through AVI instead of directly through
Flats. “We’re cautiously optimistic we’re
going to open by the end of the semester,”
Gallagher said. “Worst case scenario, we
have a grand opening when everyone gets
back in the second semester.”
Despite the delay, the founders of Flats
are finding success in other aspects of business operations, particularly the student
hiring process. “I was expecting forty applicants, and we nearly doubled that,” Gallagher said. The amount of student antici-

Flats originally aimed to open Halloween weekend. | BRITTANY LIN
pation has excited the Flats management
for when they eventually open, and has
motivated them to reconsider previous staff
roles. The student leaders now plan not to
hire bouncers and instead will have bartenders check IDs before serving alcohol,
so that students under the age of 21 can
enter the space. Flats intends to create an
open environment for the whole student
body, and they’re hopeful that these policy

changes will encourage that.
While students may be understandably
disappointed by the delay Flats is experiencing, the founders of Flats remain optimistic about the future. “I’ve waited two
years for this idea to come to fruition. I’m
fine waiting four to six weeks,” Gallagher
said. “The fact that this is happening at all
is its own little miracle. Be patient. It’s happening.”
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Mixed messages lead to confusion over halal food options
AUDREY BAKER
NEWS EDITOR

On Sep. 30, Spiritual and Religious Life at Kenyon
emailed the College’s Muslim Student Association to
let them know that some of the meat served in Peirce
Dining Hall that students had been eating for the past
semester with the understanding that it was halal was,
in fact, not. An Oct. 12 follow-up email clarified that although all meat marked with an orange “H” was halal,
Muslim students had also been eating unmarked meat
under the mistaken impression that all Peirce chicken
was halal. Rafey Abbas ’25 forwarded the message in an
all-student email with the subject line “False Promises,”
condemning the College for failing to support Kenyon’s
Muslim community.
Halal, an Arabic word that translates in English
to “permissible,” is associated with a particular way of
slaughtering an animal in accordance with Islamic law.
It involves slitting the animal’s throat and draining the
blood from the carcass while reciting a dedication invoking the name of God. Abbas began advocating for
halal chicken in the dining hall during the spring 2022
semester, when there were very few halal options available due to supply chain issues, and said that around Ramadan, the administration had communicated that all
of Peirce’s chicken would be halal beginning the following semester.
“I did not think that unmarked chicken was halal,”
Dean of Student Development Robin Hart Ruthenbeck
said. However, Abbas asserted that many Muslim students had assumed all chicken was halal, and the email
from Spiritual and Religious Life read, “We had been
under the impression that ALL chicken in Peirce would
be halal this year.”
Consequently, Muslim students consumed meat
that was not marked with an orange “H” for halal, believing that it was all being prepared in accordance
with Islamic law. When a student went to the manager
of Peirce, however, he was told that only the few dishes
marked with the “H” were actually halal.
Spiritual and Religious Life apologized for the mixup. “Although this was unintentional, it does not reflect
the care and inclusivity that this campus strives for each
and every day. We need to do better and we must do better in taking care of our community and ensuring that
this does not happen again,” Spiritual and Religious Life
wrote in their email.
According to Ruthenbeck, part of the issue arose
from the change in Peirce’s resident director in the
fall.
“Our understanding as we worked with that direc-

tor was that he was working to ensure that other than
processed products — chicken nuggets, things like that
— he would be doing his best to source halal meats.
This year, there was a change in the director of AVI, and
that director was doing his best to make sure that meat
was labeled as halal, and doing his best to source halal
meats,” Ruthenbeck said, explaining that students who
had heard last year that all chicken would be halal this
year may not have realized this was no longer the case.
“There was just not a moment where we paused and
said, ‘Let’s take a step back, and let’s investigate all of the
assumptions that everybody is making.’”
In their follow-up email to the Muslim community,
Spiritual and Religious Life outlined the dining hall’s
next steps. According to the email, most of the fresh
chicken going forward would be halal and marked with
the orange “H,” and at least one halal meat dish would be
available daily at both lunch and dinner. Abbas has not
seen evidence of any changes, however, saying that the
only place he has seen marked as halal is the sandwich
bar. While other stations occasionally offer halal meat,
the sandwich bar remains its most consistent source.
Ruthenbeck said that AVI had been facing supply
chain issues in sourcing halal chicken, which is already
hard to come by in rural Ohio, and said that the dining
hall has been doing their best to provide halal meals to
the extent that they could obtain the meat.
“[AVI] can’t make a promise because they don’t control the source,” Ruthenbeck said. “We have asked that
if it looks like they are going to run out, that they hold
aside some halal meat so that a student who needs halal
meat can go and ask for a halal chicken breast.”
Abbas expressed his lack of faith in the administration to follow through, saying that he had been misled
twice already: first when he first arrived at Kenyon and
was promised lots of halal options, and secondly when
he was led to believe that the unmarked chicken was halal. “I was fooled twice. I just don’t think that I can find
that trust within me to be able to trust them once again
and be fooled a third time,” Abbas said.
Despite AVI’s previous issues with supply, Ruthenbeck is optimistic for the future, saying that the price
difference between halal and non-halal chicken has decreased recently. She emphasized that AVI would do its
best to provide as much halal meat as possible given the
circumstances.
“There was never an intent to confuse or mislead any
students. The intent is, as I see it, to make sure that we
are doing what we can to provide access to something
that there is limited access to in this part of Ohio. And
I’m hoping that we continue to do better,” Ruthenbeck
said.

Signage now labels haram meat. | BRITTANY LIN
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After disruptions, Gund solar project is nearly complete

The solar panel project began in spring 2020. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES

HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

The Gund Commons solar
installation project, which has
been in the works since before
the pandemic, will be completed by the end of this week.
Students in the spring 2020
Solar Power Systems (ENVS
104) class partially designed
and oversaw the plan for this
project before it was delayed,
first due to the pandemic
and then because of COVID19-related budget constraints.
Third Sun Solar, a solar installation company, began
work installing the panels on
Apr. 18 and completed the installation on May 6. They returned this week to connect
the non-functioning panels
to the proper electrical infrastructure in order to officially

complete the project.
The delay between May and
now was a result of plans for
the Office of Campus Safety
to move their office to Gund
Commons. In order to support
this transition, the College recently installed a generator in
Gund Commons, and decided
not to energize the solar panels until this happened. Otherwise, the panels would have
had to be connected to the
electrical infrastructure two
separate times.
In the Solar Power Systems
class, taught by Assistant Professor of Physics and Scientific Computing Eric Holdener
and Jerry Kelly ’96, students
develop a detailed understanding of solar panel technology and of the solar industry in general. Throughout
the semester, the class goes on
a number of field trips on and

off campus to evaluate different sites for solar panels and,
for their final project, selects
a site for a new solar installation.
According
to
Director
of Green Initiatives David
Heithaus, where the new panels are installed each semester
depends partly on the budget that is determined each
year by the Board of Trustees. The Gund Commons installation is unique from the
class’s past projects because
part of its funding came from
the West Quad’s Leadership
in Energy and Environment
Design (LEED) certification,
which awards certifications
for sustainable construction
projects. As a result, while
the previous projects together
constituted a 40-kilowatt system, Gund Commons will be a
60-kilowatt system.

According to Kelly, in past
semesters the class has designed and installed systems
for the Kenyon Farm, the Village Inn, the Village Market
and the Hoehn-Saric House,
as well as for the residences of
some local community members. These projects have not
only provided students with
hands-on experience, but
have also increased awareness
of solar energy options. “We
now get two, three, four or
five calls every year from people in the community who say,
‘Hey, can you can you include
me in this? Can you come out
and look at my roof, my barn
and tell me if I’m a candidate
for putting panels up?’” Holdener said.
Now that the Gund Commons panels will be fully
functioning, Holdener believes that they will serve as

a visual reminder of the College’s sustainability efforts.
“It tells the community that
we’re committed to renewable
energy and [that] solar energy
is a viable way of going about
that,” he said.
Heithaus reiterated that
the solar panels are currently more symbolic than anything else. “These are great
demonstration projects,” he
said. “They’ve obviously proven themselves to be of value
[through] the number of students who go on to be in the
solar industry, which is an exciting and growing field right
now. I think that also, we
need to not pat ourselves on
the back so very hard, because
you’ve got a very, very long
way to go in terms of addressing the climate impact of our
electrical use. So, great class,
great start, let’s keep going.”

Student Council hosts town hall discussing activity fee
SOPHIE PECK
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Student Council
hosted a town hall in lieu of their
regular weekly meeting to address
the potential return of the student
activity fee to pre-pandemic levels. President Ubongabasi Asuquo
’23, Vice President for Business
and Finance Melissa Nixon ’23,
Vice President for Student Life
Bijan Khaghani ’23 and Campus
Senate Student Co-Chair Delaney Gallagher ’23 discussed the
proposal and answered questions
from students.
The student activity fee is a
mandatory charge that is added
to students’ tuition each semester.
The fee keeps events free for students and helps fund the various

clubs and student organizations
that the College supports. The
amount was reduced during the
pandemic from $150 to $125 due
to the lack of in-person events.
Now that students are back on
campus, clubs both new and old
are requesting money that the
Business and Finance Committee (BFC) is quickly running out
of. To address this lack of funding, Nixon suggested that the
fee be raised to at least its former
amount.
Through a recent review of the
BFC bylaws, the Council was able
to make the process for requesting
funding more equitable and accessible, such as permitting funding for a wider variety of events,
including anti-racism events and
food for cultural nights. If the ac-

tivity fee does not increase, Nixon stressed that the BFC will be
forced to restrict funding, which
will impact the longevity of student organizations. Newer clubs
especially rely on BFC funds
to support them in their initial
stages. “I don’t want to have to
say no to the birding club,” said
Khaghani.
Chair of the Housing and Dining Committee Ever CroffootSuede ’23 pointed out that the
quality and quantity of events
will also be hampered if the BFC
continues to run low on funds.
Expenditures such as food for cultural events and equipment for
campus contributions have been
affected by inflation and therefore deplete more and more of the
BFC’s funds.

One of the primary concerns
surrounding the potential increase of the student activity fee
raised at the town hall is its impact on students receiving financial aid. The Council is unclear on
the degree to which a higher fee
could affect the cost of attendance
of those students, but said they
will work with Vice President for
Student Affairs Celestino Limas
and the Office of Financial Aid to
assess the ramifications.
The next step in reviewing
the student activity fee is gauging student opinion. On Monday
the Council sent out a poll consisting of three options: keep the
fee at $125, increase it to $150 or
raise it to $175 to account for inflation. The Council highly encourages students to participate in the

poll so that the results are representative of collective interests.
Once the poll closes on Sunday,
the Council will collect the data
and give a recommendation to
the Board of Trustees. Ultimately,
the decision to change the student
activity fee is up to the Board, but
Gallagher said she has “a strong
belief from the Board that they
will only do what the students
want.”
If the student activity fee is reinstated or increased to the inflation-adjusted amount, the BFC
expects to be able to more fully
meet the requests of various organizations with little to no adjustments. The Council encouraged
the community to continue discussing the fee because of its affect
on student life moving forward.
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Collegian archives reveal Paul Newman’s antics on the Hill
ZANE STENERSON
STAFF WRITER

hoping to expand his view of the world
and dive into his studies. But as he
spent his first night in Gambier sipping
his roommate’s whiskey, he realized
what else the Hill had to offer. In a May
1949 issue of the Collegian, Newman
shared an autobiographical account of
his undergraduate experience at Kenyon. In the piece, he explained how he
became enthralled with drinking and
socializing with his peers. “I quickly
made friends on the campus by spilling and otherwise violating a full bowl
of French 75’s all over the Alpha Delt
Bullseye,” he wrote.
By his own account, Newman was
more focused on getting out and immersing himself in the social scene
rather than in Kenyon’s academics, noting in his article that he was “developing
the unique philosophy that I would not
let my studies interfere with extracurricular activities.” Newman, of course,
was a star of the theater department and
was in nine productions at Kenyon. One
such production, Charley’s Aunt, which
starred Newman in drag, opened less
than a week after the Old Kenyon fire of
1949. Newman also joined the football
team, although he admitted that this
was another ploy to make more friends.
However, he was kicked off the team because coach Pat Pasini found three beer

The Kenyon playboy has graced national headlines once again with the
recent publication of a third book, a
memoir about Paul Newman ’49, The
Extraordinary Life of an Ordinary Man.
During his time on the Hill, Newman
was an avid socialite and quite the fixture on campus. The Collegian archives
provide a captivating account of the life
of one of Kenyon’s most famous alumni.
After graduating from Kenyon, and
a brief stint in Yale’s drama department, Newman began his acting career
in the 1950s and became a notable star
by 1970. In addition to his acting career,
he created a surprise smash-hit food
company, Newman’s Own, whose salad
dressings have taken over the nation’s
supermarkets. After the business took
off, Newman began donating all aftertax profits to charity. The company has
donated hundreds of millions of dollars
to various children’s charities, including FoodOrg, which connects schools
with farms to educate students with real
farm work, and SeriousFun, which develops camps for seriously ill children.
Newman came to Kenyon following
his service in the United States Navy,
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Senior Class Total:

13

bottles tied to Newman’s cup.
In his article, Newman noted how
his antics made the first two years fly by,
but he surprised himself by not flunking
out. “Suddenly I found myself a Junior,
much to the surprise of my father whose
only report of me in two years had been
when a Cleveland Plain Dealer reporter
called up home to tell him that I was in
jail with five other Gambierians, one of
whom had kicked five teeth loose from
the face of a local constable,” Newman
said in his article. Newman’s alcohol
addiction continued worsening after he
graduated from Kenyon; later in his life,
he would work to maintain sobriety.
Throughout his time as a student,
Newman also worked to improve the
Gambier community, starting an oncampus laundry service during his junior year that took off and became a hit
among students and some local residents. The laundry business was early
evidence of his entrepreneurial talent
that only grew when he left Gambier.
“Finally in my senior year, I became
adjusted mentally,” Newman shared
in his article. He even made the merit
list his final year, which, according to
the memoir, was a dream come true.
He was grateful for his time at Kenyon,
evidenced by his donations to Kenyon
later in life. In 2007, a year before his

Junior Class Total:

13

COURTESY OF MGM
death, Newman donated $10 million
toward scholarship funds, hoping that
many more students could experience
as much as he did on the Hill. In a statement with the donation, he wrote, “I
believe strongly that we should be doing whatever we can to make all higher
education opportunities available to deserving students.”
Newman’s extraordinary tales of his
time at Kenyon are certainly fitting for
such an extraordinary man.

Sophomore Class Total:

12

First-Year Class Total:

11

Answer

Laura Stone ‘23

Collin Witt ’24

Kyle Boozer ’25

Will Margeson ’26

Who is the new British prime
minister?

Rishi Sunak

I’m an econ major

Rushing

I don’t know

Rishi Sunak

True or False: Harry Houdini died on
Halloween.

True

True

True

False

False

Which Kenyon alumnus is the
Class of 2026 tree named after?

Rutherford B. Hayes

Paul Newman

Olaf Paul

John Green

Rutherford B. Hayes

What sorority is hosting the Dog
Parade?

Epsilon Delta Mu (EDM)

EDM

Theta

EDM

Weekly Scores

2

1

1

Zeta

2
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Gambier’s haunted legacy: Kenyon’s Halloween happenings
MADELEINE MAGILL
FEATURES EDITOR

Few college students can boast tales of their
haunted campus experiences quite like Kenyon
students. With a history of tragic calamities and
a lengthy roster of superstitions on campus, the
College certainly stands out from others — especially around Halloween. Everyone celebrates
the holiday in their own way, but the Halloween
spirit in Gambier deserves special recognition.
The allure of a spooky campus has drawn
people to Gambier since the beginning of Kenyon’s history. An 1890 issue of the Collegian
paints the picture of one peculiar dance that
took place at Harcourt Place Seminary for
Young Ladies and Girls, a church school located
in Gambier during the late 19th and early 20th
century. Evidently, Kenyon’s obsession with
phantoms has been around for quite a while.
Among the 50 guests at the engagement, “the
old girls according to the usual custom gave a
sheet and pillowcase [masquerade] to the new

ones,” according to the article. “Promptly at
half-past seven the school hall was filled with
grotesque figures and soon a ghost-like grand
march was formed. The hall was dimly lighted
and the music played for the dance of the shades
was slow and impressive.”
The infatuation with paranormal activity on
Kenyon’s campus extends beyond Gambier. In
fact, some stories have reached national headlines. In a 2017 New York Times opinion piece,
Kenyon alumna Natalie Shutler described her
experience living with a ghost in her Old Kenyon dorm. “The room would get very cold, and I
would feel the presence of a slow-moving force,
gliding toward me, past my dresser. My makeup cases, vitamin bottles and other dresser-top
trinkets would clatter to the floor,” she wrote.
“In these moments, I’d lay very still, paralyzed
by an oddly cheerful terror. My ghost was back!”
In light of Kenyon’s haunting past, the typical Halloween experience brings its share of
quirks. One Collegian issue depicts how first
year students took advantage of the holiday in

Jim Pierce details the
story behind his novel
SACHA FRANJOLA
STAFF WRITER

Following the self-publication
of his first novel, Jim Pierce ’78 visited Kenyon on Oct. 21 to discuss
his new work of historical fiction,
Treachery: A Story of Deception Behind Union Lines.
Much of Pierce’s philosophy
surrounding the study of the past
is informed by his time at Kenyon.
Though he started out as an English
major, he soon switched to history,
and he described his experience as
“a really formative four years.” After graduating, Pierce found work
representing marine and energy
companies in the insurance marketplace. Pierce sat down with the
Collegian during his visit to campus to discuss the writing process,
the study of history and his advice
for Kenyon students.
The idea for Treachery came
from Pierce’s lifelong fascination
with American history. A work
of speculative historical fiction,
Treachery attempts to posit a reason
for the Union’s military ineptitude
during the early years of the Civil
War. “The Union had everything
— the men, the arms, the supply
chain, the manufacturing — and
the South had nothing except the
will to fight,” Pierce explained. The
novel, which Pierce intended to be
fictitious, was also inspired by his
admiration for Abraham Lincoln.
“There are so many more capable
historians than I who have already
told this story. So to me, the whole
thing was to have fun with history
by giving personalities and characters to those who actually lived in
those times and to come up with a
possibly valid explanation for why
the North was so bad in prosecuting the war.”
The publication of Treachery
fulfilled a dream of Pierce’s that
took root many years ago. He first
got the idea to write a historical

fiction book in the late 1990s and
had his mentor, the late Professor of History Roy Wortman, read
over a short draft. Career and family, however, prevented Pierce from
completing the novel. “It was COVID that gave me the opportunity to
dust off the Word doc,” he said. “It
was a respite from the boredom of
the pandemic. My job was a global
job, and I was supposed to be going
around the world, but I found my
afternoons devoid of business challenges. So I finally said ‘I’m gonna
write this thing,’ and I reacquainted myself with what I had written
25 years ago.” Of his late mentor, to
whom the book is dedicated, Pierce
said, “I don’t know if I can say he
lived through me as I wrote, but he
did have a profound impact on me
and my love of history.”
The Civil War is often a target
of revisionist history, with some
school districts teaching that the
war was fought over “states’ rights”
rather than slavery. When asked
about this revisionist history,
Pierce expressed his view that we
should always be aware of the nuance surrounding the history of
the conflict. “I think we have to be
really careful to avoid what I refer
to as presentism — it’s those who
judge all people and actions of the
past through a present lens, which
I think is a very dangerous and
slippery slope because you’ve got
to contextualize and view history
through the lens of what was happening there and then.”
Pierce credits his Kenyon education with granting him the necessary skills for success. “It’s an
all-people business, and it’s all
about being a good communicator. I think Kenyon helped me with
the confidence to express myself
and my ideas.” To that end, Pierce
said that the most important piece
of advice he would give to today’s
Kenyon students is this: “Be a communicator.”

1993. While some students engaged in a jack-o’lantern carving competition on campus, others
ventured to the Kenyon College Cemetery, the
burial ground of many notable alumni. That
weekend, students dressed up as members of
the B-52s and the Jackson Five, and one special
guest from Ohio State University (OSU) reportedly made an appearance at a Halloween party. “Also present was ‘Preacher Paul’, the OSU
graduate who tried to save the souls of Kenyon
students a month ago,” the article said.
“Preacher Paul” might have had a questionable mission, but his concern for students
was not unwarranted. After all, some students
enjoy testing their fate by defying various superstitions on campus. During that peculiar
Halloween of 1993, a few individuals did the
unthinkable. “Some students, defying Kenyon
lore, stood at the Gates of Hell at midnight on
Halloween. These curious few were anxious to
see if anything would actually happen to them.
Others crowded around to watch them ‘become
possessed by demons,’” the article said.

While the ghost stories may be slightly
overdone at Kenyon, the Halloween festivities
are not. Every year, the Kenyon College Players puts on a shadow cast production of “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show.” Ellie Kahle ’25,
the makeup and hair designer for the production this year, believes in the unifying power of
the show for the campus community. “It’s such
an exciting moment for so many people to get
together and share an experience together and
express themselves freely. It’s where you’re seeing some of the most exciting outfits on campus,” she said.
Kenyon students have more than just a
shared haunted legacy to bond over — they have
Rocky Horror. As the community prepares to
embrace the wild experience of the production,
perhaps the ghost stories will simmer down this
year. After all, Rocky is what shapes a great deal
of the current Halloween experience at Kenyon.
“It’s the big event for Halloween every single
year, and without it, I don’t know what Halloween would look like,” she said.

Mount Vernon pottery shop offers
weekly classes and affordable prices

Pine Row Studios in downtown Mount Vernon | COURTESY OF THERESA CARR
THERESA CARR
STAFF WRITER

Blue, green and brown glazes
shimmer off of the ceramic kitchenware and vessels lining the
shelves of Pine Row Studios, a pottery shop in downtown Mount
Vernon. Offering functional items,
decorative pieces and classes several times a week at affordable prices,
Pine Row Studios is a hidden gem
of Mount Vernon’s arts scene.
Gambier Township residents
Bill Jones and Pamela Woodworth
opened the shop in 2016. Before
opening the shop, Woodworth was
formally trained as a painter and
was an art teacher in Atlanta Public Schools. Jones earned a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in Ceramics at Ohio
State University and worked for the
American Ceramic Society, publishing a magazine that explored
the creative and scientific applications of ceramics.
Products for sale at Pine Row
Studio are all made in-house by
Jones and Woodworth. The couple

mixes their own glazes, the finish that
adds color and shine to a clay form.
“Nature inspires our work,” Woodworth said, mentioning sights familiar to Kenyon students like the Brown
Family Environmental Center observatory trail and the Kokosing River.
Jones cites the Japanese Mingei
Movement, a craft movement in response to the Industrial Revolution,
as what motivated the focus on their
functional ware such as plates, mugs
and kitchen utensils. As Jones’s thumb
carved an indent into a mug’s handle,
Woodworth explained, “Our hands
have touched these pieces with hundreds of movements. There’s an intimate aspect of something you use that
has been crafted.” So that their handcrafted products can be a viable alternative to commercially manufactured
products, the couple intentionally prices their items affordably to make them
more accessible to customers.
The weekly pottery classes designed
primarily for adult learners are what
makes Pine Row Studios stand out, according to Woodworth. “Ninety-eight
percent of the people that are adults
and walk through here have never re-

ally worked with clay before,” Woodworth said. “The fun part is showing
people what it’s actually about to be a
creator and manipulate this material
and make it into a particular object.”
Some potters return for years, either
to take a class or for an open studio
session. Jones proudly noted that half
a dozen of their former students have
set up ceramic facilities in their homes
after enjoying their introduction to
the craft. In the summer, Woodworth
uses her experience as an art instructor
to lead pottery workshops for children
over nine years old.
In addition to the work displayed
at the store, the couple also exhibits
pieces at local art shows. They currently have a work on display at the Mansfield Art Center in Mansfield, Ohio:
a totem pole several feet high that the
couple collaborated on with other ceramicists.
To take a look at their wares or take
a class, you can visit Pine Row Studio,
located at 10 E. Gambier St. in Mount
Vernon. The shop is open from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday or by appointment Monday through Wednesday.
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Kate Goldberg '24 starred as the titular Eurydice. | COURTESY OF KC PLAYERS

KC Players presents Eurydice: new spin on Orpheus myth
KYLIE MULLALY
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 21, Kenyon College Players opened the doors
of the Black Box Theater to
present Eurydice; a modern
retelling of the tragic Greek
my th of Orpheus. Over three
performances, the cast and
crew of Eurydice managed
to make a centuries-old tale
feel fresh and engaging.
Play wright Sarah Ruhl
rewrote the classic my th in
2003 to focus on Eur ydice’s
(Kate Goldberg ’24) experience. The stor y follows her
untimely death af ter marr ying her lover Orpheus (Ma x
Kahn ’25) and her subsequent journey to the underworld, where she is reunited with her deceased father
(Gideon Malherbe ’24). As
she attempts to comprehend
her new life (or lack thereof ) Eur ydice and her father
are tormented by a chorus
of stones (Sadie Wayne ’26,

Charlie Sacha ’26 and Grace
Donnelly ’25).
In lieu of an actor for “ lord
of the underworld ” the stones
commanded a puppet created
by Sally Vogel ’23. Vogel used
wire, papier-mâché and craf t
paper to make this terrif ying
creature. The loud and little
stones (Sacha and Wayne, respectively) each controlled
one of his hands while the
big stone (Donnelly) acted as
the sneering face. The choice
to use a puppet rather than
an actor communicated the
powerful and inhuman nature of the character.
Eur ydice and her father
avoid the fate of the R iver
Lethe by sharing memories,
reading Shakespeare and
exchanging letters with Eur ydice’s living husband, Orpheus. A major change to the
original my th comes when
Orpheus ventures into the
underworld to save his beloved Eur ydice. Eur ydice
is the one who calls to Or-

pheus, beckoning him to
turn back and condemn her
to a second death. Viewers obser ve Eur ydice as an
autonomous character who
chooses to remain with her
father rather than ser ve as an
object that Orpheus attempts
to reclaim. Although this
choice sentences Eur ydice,
her father and Orpheus to
an af terlife without the ability to remember or communicate with one another, it
was a poetic conclusion that
brought new elements to an
old stor y.
Even though the plot had
a satisf ying progression, I
felt the script failed to fully
develop its characters. With
little more than a name as
background for each character, it was diff icult to connect to them or understand
their ambitions. It seemed
their motivation came from
a desire to follow the format
of the original my th rather
than any intrinsic desire.

However, the production
compensated with creative
costume design from Celia
Goldstein ’26 and powerful
performances,
particularly from Donnelly and Malherbe. Donnelly’s haunting
voice as both the big stone
and the head of the puppet
oozed throughout the theater, sending chills down my
spine ever y time she stepped
through the curtains. Meanwhile, Malherbe’s deliver y
and disposition captured the
affection of a middle-aged
father, most exemplif ied
when this character practices his speech for his daughter’s wedding. Malherbe employed a wise-yet-anxious
energ y that instantly let the
audience understand and
trust his character.
I was also impressed by the
set design from Ma x Fishman ’26. The Black Box Theater can pose challenges for
productions, as the space is
cramped, but the crew man-

aged to create a stage that
easily morphed between a vibrant earth and a drear y underworld. These transitions
occurred seamlessly with the
whimsical lighting design of
Chloe Cameron ’23. The production crew brought this
play to life for modern audiences, f illing in the gaps that
Ruhl lef t in her occasionally
vague script.
Eurydice was by no means
a joy ful stor y, meaning the
production could not rely on
punchlines or stunts for entertainment. I have nothing
but applause for director Katie Genzer ’25 and stage manager Chiara Rothenberg ’25
for tak ing on this challenge.
They took an old tragedy
and made it new and exciting to watch. Eurydice was a
quintessentially Kenyon way
to spend a Friday night on
campus, and I look forward
to seeing future performances and productions from all
cast and crew involved.
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Sunset Press announces writers and art magazine, Satellite
ANNALIA FIORE
ARTS EDITOR

Sunset Press is perhaps the most
ambitious press on campus. This
fall, the student-run publication is
not only continuing with its usual
operations — recently announcing
the 2022-2023 featured writers and
hosting open mic events — it also
launched Satellite, an art magazine
devoted to publishing visual artists’
works. This new direction is in keeping with the publication’s mission,
which Head Press Editor Edward
Moreta ’23 described in an email to
the Collegian: “We want Sunset to be
an organization that fosters community within Sunset itself but also externally in the broader Kenyon community, particularly the community
of writers and artists and makers.”
Sunset Press is one of several
student-run publications at Kenyon,
but unlike the others, Sunset goes
through the formal process of publishing students’ work and focuses
on long form content, such as collections of poetry or short stories. Each
academic year, Sunset Press chooses
several writers to feature , and it surrounds each writer with a workshop
team that aids in the editing and publishing process. According to Moreta,
this year Sunset Press broke its record
for the number of writers featured:
“For the first time ever, we’re publishing four books, a goal we’ve had for a
couple years now. We’re excited to set
this precedent for future Sunset editorial teams, especially because our
writer submissions tripled this past
submission cycle and we think those
numbers will only increase as time
goes on.” He added that Sunset Press
staff has also grown significantly this
year. “We have 59 students on our
staff this year. In part, our staff is double than years past because we added
one more book, and we also have the

biggest Art team we’ve ever had and
that’s something we find particularly
exciting,” he said.
Last Friday, Sunset Press presented the 2022-2023 writers at a Horn
Gallery open mic. Students crowded
the upper Horn, most sitting crosslegged on the floor in front of the
reader, and after each featured writer
presented, students expressed loud
enthusiasm and applause. The barn
door was open due to the autumn
heatwave, and the atmosphere felt
warm and collaborative.
The first 2022-2023 featured writer announced was poet Bea Bolongaita ’25. Bolongaita’s poetry touched on
themes of Filipino identity, colonization and religion. She reflected on the
precarious identity of being an Asian
American in a country where only
recently her ancestors were put on
display in zoos. In one poem, she regretfully remarks that her name, Bea,
is a reference to the Beatitudes from
the religion of colonizers. Bolongaita
wrote in an email to the Collegian
why she chose to publish through
Sunset Press. “Last year, I worked as a
Press Editor for my friend [Stephanie
Chang’s ’25] chapbook SAINTLESS.
It was such a fulfilling, rewarding experience. I became really close with
the editorial team (there were nine of
us in total) and it was the best literary community I’ve ever been in,” she
wrote. “I have so much love and respect for everyone on the Sunset staff.
There is no other press that I would’ve
trusted with my debut chapbook.”
Phoebe Houser ’24 was the next
featured writer; she read from a recent short story she wrote. In an
email to the Collegian, Houser explained her writing process with Sunset Press. “The actual writing process
is very boring, but I’ve had a lot of fun
workshopping so far this semester! I
usually share a piece of writing with
my workshop group a couple of days

in advance, and then we spend about
an hour each week discussing how to
make improvements or how to better
bring out certain themes,” she said.
Houser also added how workshops
have helped her with the writing process: “It’s super helpful to be able to get
such comprehensive feedback, and I
really enjoy being able to get so many
other perspectives on what I write.
Following Houser, Aaliyah Daniels
’23 read from her slam poetry collection. Daniels had profound command
over the audience; she recited her poetry with passion, and her verse was
so striking that it elicited an emotional
reaction from the audience. Her poetry
dealt with issues of systemic racism in
America, one poem dealing with the
struggles that “little black girls” face,
particularly noting the high rate of
black women who go missing. In other
poetry, she made reference to Christianity, sometimes directly petitioning God to take notice of the injustice
people of color face today. Daniels
described her writing response in an
email to the Collegian. “It always starts
with the ending or just a phrase in the
middle but never the beginning and
I grow from there. I often will write
one poem in less than two hours, walk
away and edit it. I know when a poem is
good when the rhythm of the words really rock with me and I am bopping my
head like I do with music,” she wrote.
Daniels was the Youth Poet Laureate
for New York City.
The last 2022-2023 featured writer
to read was Alex Aureden ’25; they
read from a creative nonfiction piece
centering around a significant friendship they had in highschool. During
the reading, several audience members
participated in the recitation, performing as the different voices in the piece.
“I chose to publish through Sunset
Press because of how welcoming the
community is, people who were already involved encouraged me to apply

Phoebe Hauser ’24 | ANNALIA FIORE
despite my nerves. It’s a really warm
environment,” they said.
Following the readings from
the 2022-2023 writers, Sunset Press
opened the mic to anyone interested in reading their work. The
atmosphere of the open mic readings was casual and supportive; the
audience attentively listened and
enthusiastically clapped for each
reading. Among others, Chang, a
2021-2022 featured writer and author of SAINTLESS, read a recent
poem of hers. Overall, the event
demonstrated how much collaboration is essential to the Sunset Press
community.
Beyond the increased number of
featured writers for 2022-2023, the
launch of Satellite is suggestive of
how much Sunset Press is committed to the creative community here
on Kenyon’s campus. While some
may be surprised at the new direction with the launch of Satellite,
considering the origins of Sunset
Press as a casual poetry workshop
between friends, the art magazine
has been one of the publication’s
ambitions for a while. Moreta ex-

plained that Sunset Press originally intended Satellite to be a digital
space during COVID, but the project was never realized. He went on
to add that Satellite has morphed
since its pandemic inception. “This
version of Satellite is different from
what was conceived by Sunset’s earliest leaders, but it’s still holding true
to the original core vision: widening
the scope of Sunset’s reach via a new
platform,” he said. In keeping with
Sunset Press’s desire to connect with
the broader creative community
at Kenyon, the aim of Satellite is to
make student’s work accessible in a
tangible format.
The inaugural issue of Satellite
will focus on textures, though Sunset Press explained that this is an
open-ended prompt, intended to allow artists to interpret it differently.
While submissions for Satellite are
currently closed, students are encouraged to get involved by attending Sunset Press events. With four
featured writers and the launch of
Satellite, Sunset Press will continue
to reach and foster the creative community here on campus.

Review: Taylor Swift’s album Midnights is underwhelming
SACHA FRANJOLA
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 21, after weeks of anticipation, Taylor Swift released her 10th studio album, Midnights. Though it has been relatively well received by fans and critics alike, the album was
somewhat underwhelming in comparison to
her previous two concept albums, Folklore and
Evermore.
Being a born-again Swiftie since the beginning of the pandemic, I was extremely excited
about Midnights. The album is a reflection on
sleepless nights throughout Swift’s life, ranging
from the synth-heavy and lovestruck “Lavender
Haze,” to the belligerent “Karma” to the dreamy
“Mastermind.” It was advertised as having an
edgier, vintage feel that I ultimately found to be
lacking in the final product. Midnights is very
much a return to the pop genre for Swift, and
this isn’t necessarily a bad thing, but it was certainly a surprise.
Perhaps the chief disappointment of Midnights is the album’s fourth track, a collaboration
with Lana Del Rey titled “Snow on the Beach.”
In it, Del Rey, a talented vocalist in her own
right, is relegated to background vocals. Listen-

ing to the song, I could barely pick out Del Rey’s
voice, leading me to wonder what the purpose of
the collaboration was if not just publicity. A similar argument could be made about “no body,
no crime” from the album Evermore, in which
the band HAIM plays a relatively minor role in
a song that doesn’t seem to befit their talent and
stature in the music industry, proving that Swift
is not above using other artists for clout.
As a lyricist, Swift certainly has moments of
genius. But the lyrics in Midnights feel lackluster at best and laughable at worst, with lines such
as “sometimes I feel like everyone is a sexy baby
/ and I’m a monster on the hill” (“Anti-Hero”)
and “good girl / sad boy” (“Question…?”) contributing to the album’s lack of lyrical polish. The
lines “It’s me, hi, I’m the problem, it’s me” (also
from “Anti-Hero”) and “draw the cat eye sharp
enough to kill a man” (“Vigilante Shit”) have
similar pitfalls.
As an avowed fan of Folklore and Evermore,
it’s unsurprising that my favorite song off of
Midnights was “Sweet Nothing,” which includes
Swift’s longtime partner, Joe Alwyn (under the
pen name William Bowery), as a songwriter.
Alwyn famously collaborated with Swift on
her previous two albums, whose more folksy

and whimsical sounds are emulated on this
track. But even in “Sweet Nothing,” we’re faced
with jarring lyrical choices — most notably, “on
the way home / I wrote a poem / you said what
a mind,” in which the rhyme of “home” and
“poem” feels unnatural. The song’s simplicity is
its saving grace, making it an understated high
point of Midnights.
Arguably since the outset of her career, Swift
has been the target of near-constant sexist attacks from the media, and the difficulty and exhaustion of life in the public eye features heavily in Midnights. The emotion of the album is
palpable even when the lyrics fall short, and in
many ways, that feeling of intimacy is the saving
grace of Midnights. Listeners can empathize with
Swift, making the experience of listening more
enjoyable and universal. Having some level of
familiarity with the career and personal tribulations she’s singing about allows us a deeper understanding of Swift’s musical choices and grants
her some level of agency over her experiences.
Similar to 2017’s Reputation, Midnights is an assertion of self.
Midnights is fun — listening to it is enjoyable. None of the songs are implicitly terrible. But
what prevents it from being a truly great album is

COURTESY OF PUBLIC RECORDS
its lack of memorability. There are very few melodies from Midnights that I could remember at
any given moment, and for a pop album, this is a
substantial issue. Instead of returning to the pop
genre of Taylor-past, Midnights would have been
better served by the rock-centric tone she advertised. Despite my general dislike of the album,
it does have many good moments, and no critic
can deny that Midnights is thoroughly Taylor.
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Support local
journalism
The media company Gannett, which publishes USA
Today and over 1,100 other newspapers, including the
Columbus Dispatch and the Cincinnati Enquirer, announced significant budget cuts on Oct. 12. Cuts to
newsrooms included mandatory unpaid leave, a freeze
to 401(k) contributions and voluntary buyouts. Gannett executives explained the cuts as necessary for the
company’s long-term financial stability. This and other
threats to independent newsrooms around the country
are worrying to us at the Collegian and should concern
all Kenyon students and community members. In turn,
we must make a concerted effort to support local news.
According to the Pew Research Center, in 1983 newspaper circulation was around 63.5 million issues per
day. In 2020, this fell to 24.3 million. Another alarming
trend is the rate of local newspapers being bought up by
large media companies like Gannett. In Knox County,
The Mount Vernon News (MVN) was purchased in 2020
by Metric Media LLC, a conservative media company
that owns approximately 1,200 other publications. Since
then, MVN has limited printing from six days a week
to two — a dramatic decrease that affects both the frequency and quality of news available to Knox County
residents.
Local news matters. We live in an increasingly centralized media environment, where people (if they don’t
get their news from social media) read primarily large
national news sources like the New York Times. While
national papers like this may provide high-quality coverage, they simply cannot cover thoroughly the local
stories local papers are able to. Local papers also build
community by covering regional events and advertising
local businesses.
Further, local news covers local and state political
races — the underpinning of our liberal democracy.
Though the focus of American politics has become national in the past several decades, state and local races
still matter, as they determine the makeup of local courts,
as well as regional funding allocations, infrastructure
codes and regulations and a slew of other pressing matters. It is through local news that individuals learn about
regional candidates that directly implement, design and
vote on these pertinent policies. Considering that informed voting decisions are the cornerstone of a wellfunctioning democracy, local news plays an invaluable
— and irreplaceable — role in maintaining the integrity
of our political system.
We urge our readers to recognize the importance of
strong local media sources. Large media companies are
simply unable to fully understand and cover the dynamics of and issues facing smaller communities. Without
local sources, no one is there to hold local politicians accountable or write about the true concerns of constituents. By retaining readership and building financial support, the publications that remain may have a chance of
surviving the considerable decrease the prevalence of local news. As Kenyon students, whether we’re Ohioans or
only in the state for our four years on the Hill, we should
support local papers like those affected in the Gannett
cuts.
Do what you can: Read your local paper, donate if you
have the means and turn off your adblocker when you
visit local news websites. It is imperative that we do not
sit idly by while local journalism perishes.
Sincerely,
Salvatore, Amelia and Reid
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Amelia Carnell ’23 and Salvatore Macchione ’23 and
executive director Reid Stautberg ’23. You can contact
them at carnell1@kenyon.edu, macchione1@kenyon.edu,
stautberg1@kenyon.edu, respectively.

OPINIONS

kenyoncollegian.com

COLUMN:
Higher tuition requires transparency
MILO LEVINE
COLUMNIST

Per the U.S. News & World Report, Kenyon is the most expensive private college in the country for the 2022-23 academic
year as measured by tuition and fees. When I wrote last year
that I wanted to see Kenyon at the top of the national college
rankings, this isn’t what I had in mind.
The Board of Trustees announced a tuition increase last
spring, and despite some groans and complaints, the community at large didn’t put up much resistance. But in light of President
Joe Biden’s decision to cancel individual student loan debt up to
$10,000, there has been a renewed mainstream discourse about
the affordability and accessibility of college. Thus, now seems
like a good time to examine why Kenyon is so expensive, how
it could prove unsustainable in the long run and measures that
could be taken to contain costs going forward.
On its face, it’s rather baffling that Kenyon is the most expensive college in the country. The cost of living and property
values are much lower in rural Ohio than in most places. And,
no, I’m not suggesting slashing employee salaries — anyone
who spent six years earning their Ph.D. to then make $69,000
a year as untenured faculty is hardly making out like a bandit.
By the way, Kenyon is not atop the list in terms of professor pay
even compared to other liberal arts colleges.
So, where is the money going? For those who are interested,
Kenyon’s consolidated financial report for 2021 can be found
on Kenyon’s website. (Hint: Look at construction costs and administrative expenses, and how Kenyon’s endowment has performed versus that of comparable institutions.) Let’s save the forensic accounting for another day, but at the very least there are
some clear signs of inefficient and wasteful spending. This begs
the question of who should be held accountable, and why this is
such a non-pressing issue for the Kenyon community.
Historically, the Board of Trustees and the administration
have deflected blame for tuition hikes by claiming that most

students don’t pay full-price, as a majority receive financial aid.
We’ve probably all heard iterations of this before. Last year, Vice
President for Finance Todd Burson told the Collegian that the
lion’s share of the budget is spent on financial aid and payroll.
Something that we often fail to consider is that families that pay
the full price subsidize those who aren’t able to. Assuming upper-income families have some price above which they would
be unwilling to pay for a Kenyon education — in my opinion,
a pretty reasonable assumption — then at a certain point Kenyon’s sticker price will drive away full-paying students, and
with it lose the ability to provide financial aid for everyone else.
In essence, we all stand to benefit from Kenyon keeping costs
low. It is also worth noting that even for families receiving aid,
financing four years at Kenyon can be an incredible burden.
As of 2021, the average net price after financial aid was almost
$39,000 per school year — hardly a trivial amount, despite being
less than half of the sticker price.
All this said, is there any way to contain rising costs rather than simply passing them onto students and their families?
There certainly is. First and foremost, we should demand more
say in how our tuition dollars are being spent and how money
from donors and other revenue sources is being spent. Kenyon’s
explanation of fees and charges leaves much to be desired. The
hope is that more transparency will allow us to identify the underlying causes of rising prices, and from there the community
can entertain a productive dialogue on how funds should and
should not be appropriated.
Money talks. If the Board of Trustees and the administration are uninterested in making changes, maybe they will care
when prospective students — and their tuition dollars — flock
to Oberlin.
Milo Levine ’23 is a columnist for the Collegian. He is an
economics major from Mill Valley, Calif. You can contact him at
levine1@kenyon.edu.

“Mods” severely risk student safety
HANNAH SUSSMAN
OPINIONS EDITOR

Despite numerous issues with oncampus housing, Kenyon has somehow
managed to outdo itself with the Meadow
Lane housing (the “Mods”). At face value,
the Mods are far from the main campus,
have fire alarms easily triggered by showers
and have rooms only five square feet larger
than the federal minimum for new jail cells.
In addition to deciding to build the Mods
rather than stop over-enrolling students,
Kenyon has actively worked to conceal this
unalluring aspect of campus. Since deciding to move the Mods from their initial
planned location near Watson, Kenyon has
repeatedly made choices to further obscure
the Mods by not publishing any photos of
them, not including them on the campus
map and not publicly disclosing information on the status of their construction. Yet,
despite all of this, the most alarming aspect
of the Mods is the fact that they are missing
a building.
During the housing process last year,
students planning to live in the Mods were
promised an auxiliary building which
would act as a community space fully
equipped with a kitchen and lounge area.
A kitchen space is particularly necessary
because students living in the Mods are not
permitted to have refrigerators or microwaves. Without a kitchen space, the nearest
place a student can go to make, say, microwavable ramen is the Lowry Center. The
importance of a community space cannot
be underestimated, particularly because

the dorms in the Mods offer only a fraction of the desk space a normal room has,
and next to no room to have a friend over.
A community space is all the more essential
in the evenings when you factor in the minimal street lamps between the Mods and
the library, which make the trek between
the two a treacherous journey through
darkness.
Like many of Kenyon’s housing issues,
the immediate problem doesn’t even begin
to scratch the surface of the possible repercussions. In addition to being a community
space, the planned auxiliary building is intended to serve as a storm and tornado shelter. A severe weather shelter is paramount
because the Mods are temporary housing units, which, according to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
are some of the most dangerous places to be
in a tornado. In an article by FEMA titled
“Special Conditions/Locations (Do Not
Stay in a Temporary Building/Shelter),” it
was noted that “69.2% of all tornado fatalities from 1985 to 2005 occurred in either
mobile or [manufactured] permanent
homes.” So not only is there no kitchen,
community space or study space, but there
is also no shelter place for the Mods.
Before you get anxious, don’t worry; although the official location is still listed on
Kenyon College Emergency Rally Points as
the auxiliary building, with that still in the
process of being built, the College recommends students go to one of two locations.
The first location is simply in the hallway
of the Mods. This recommendation comes
despite the fact that the Ohio Government’s

Committee for Severe Weather Awareness
(OCSWA) states “a school safety plan must
include getting students out of portable
classrooms and into a safe area in the main
building as quickly as possible.” The alternative location is the Lowry Center locker
rooms. Although these lockers are technically safe, to get to them from the Mods a
student would need to go through four of
the most important places to avoid during
a tornado, according to OCSWA: temporary/mobile homes, outdoors, areas near
windows and gymnasiums. At Kenyon, a
student would have to move from a manufactured temporary home, to a field next
to a parking lot, to the outside of a building made primarily of glass, to the inside
of a gym, and then finally to the safety of a
locker room.
Ultimately, the likelihood of a tornado
striking Kenyon is low, and the chances
of one striking before the auxiliary building is finished are even lower. Kenyon did
not choose for the auxiliary building to be
delayed. It was likely delayed by normal
construction and/or shipping issues. Yet,
despite these very real qualifiers, the feeling
that Kenyon is not being transparent and
not prioritizing student interests remains. If
Kenyon is committed to over enrolling students, it must also be committed to keeping
those students safe.
Hannah Sussman ’25 is the opinions editor at the Collegian. She is a sociology major
from Glencoe, Ill. She can be reached at sussman3@kenyon.edu.

9

Thursday, October 27 | kenyoncollegian.com

Peirce Dining Hall needs a more nutritious food selection
CHRISTA CHENEY
CONTRIBUTOR

Food and nutrition are important
parts of everyday life, especially for
a college student, and Peirce Dining
Hall, for Kenyon students, is where we
receive food. Even though we must eat
every day to sustain our bodies, it is
much more than that. Proper and balanced nutrition is just as important as
the mere intake of food. Now, I want to
make it clear that I am not telling someone how they should eat or criticizing
the dining hall staff. I am here to try
to get Kenyon to improve their overall
menu and give students food that is not
only nutritious, but also delicious.
Kenyon promised to prioritize good
nutrition, yet the options in the dining
hall are generally far from that. Before
arriving, I cannot remember the last
time I did not have vegetables regular-

ly, but since coming here, that has been
severely neglected. Generally, in the
salad bar, there are mainly starchy vegetables such as corn, carrots and peas,
which are significantly higher in carbohydrates than green beans, asparagus, brussel sprouts and broccoli. Even
though there is raw broccoli at the salad
bar, not a lot of people like the taste of
raw broccoli because of the relatively
high sulfur content. Carbohydrates, in
cases of overconsumption, can lead to
elevated blood sugar. This has made
me feel, over the course of the last few
weeks, sluggish and quite sick. There is
too much emphasis on comfort foods,
like chicken tenders, ham and creamfilled mashed potatoes, without proper
alternatives. Students can eat how they
want, but as a student that was promised good and healthy foods every day
from the dining hall, I am disappointed.

AVI, our food service provider, also
cooks for Oberlin, and in my research,
I have found that the services they receive are far different than the ones AVI
provides for Kenyon. Every week, Oberlin has their nutritional values posted
on their AVI website. Kenyon could do
the same through NutriSOURCE, yet
for some reason they have decided not
to. There is no easy way for students to
access the nutritional values of the food
they’re eating.
I am very aware of what I put into
my body because it affects my mental
and physical health. When I am eating
a clean diet with minimal processed
food, I perform better on a daily basis.
Sadly, since I have arrived at Kenyon
and completely changed my diet, I have
noticed that my overall performance
has decreased significantly. I am always
hungry, though I have been consuming
far more than I would at home. While

some of the increased caloric intake can
be explained by walking at least 10,000
steps a day, a lot of it is due to lack of
proper nutrition.
When visiting Kenyon in 2021, I was
told that the College prides itself on
providing healthy meals for students
every day, which sounds amazing, but
there is a heavy reliance on making
comfort foods. I want to make it clear
that I am grateful for the dining hall
staff and all that they do, but Kenyon
could be doing more. Peirce is the only
place that is covered by the meal plan,
so I must rely on it, and I do not think
it is that hard to expect simple, healthy
and satisfying meals.
Christa Cheney is a contributor to the
Collegian. She is a psychology and music
major from Los Angeles, Calif. She can
be reached at cheney1@kenyon.edu.

Kenyon’s lack of adequate health services demands response
It has been over a year since
K-SWOC filed for a union election with the National Labor Relations Board. Since that time,
Kenyon’s administration has
consistently challenged our status as employees with disingenuous legal arguments, preventing us and our coworkers from
exercising our democratic right
to vote in a union election. It has
also manufactured a health and
safety crisis that is systematically harming our coworkers. This
is why we refuse to wait for Kenyon to recognize our union —
we are building one regardless
of legal recognition by establishing a union stewards system. As
our first official act as a stewards
council, we demand Kenyon
College properly fund and staff
health services on this campus
and prioritize the lives of the
students currently attending the
College.
Kenyon’s austerity policies
are hurting us. According to the
data reported by HEDS Sexual
Assault Campus Climate Survey in 2019, 18% of the student
body at Kenyon reported experiencing sexual assault, and 13%
reported having experienced attempted sexual assault, up from
9.8% and 8.3% in 2015, respectively. Since Brackett Denniston
III’s first term as chair of the
Board of Trustees, this equals an
83.6% increase in reported sexual assault — an increase we have
not seen his administration take

meaningful steps to address.
Many of us are also unable to
receive basic healthcare; there
is approximately one full time
healthcare professional for every
633 students, a decrease in staff
from one staffer per 190 students
in 2015 before Denniston’s ascension to chair (see “Brackett’s
Path,” page 13).
The fact that all of this data
comes from sources reported
by Denniston’s administration,
yet no plan has been put in place
which adequately addresses the
crisis, is alarming. It means that
every year, Kenyon knowingly
enrolls dozens of students that
will be sexually assaulted or be
forced to leave due to mental
health issues. Former Kenyon
student Gavin Trautman described why he chose to transfer
after his freshman year: “When I
was at Kenyon, I suffered respiratory symptoms due to mold in
my dorm and I was unable to get
an appointment at the counseling center due to understaffing.
This administration’s refusal to
prioritize my physical and mental health, and that of many other students, was a major reason
why I decided not to come back
this fall.”
Under a robust steward system, our coworkers would not
have to face this crisis alone. A
steward system is made up of individuals who have been nominated by their coworkers and act
as a bridge between their work-

place and our union as a whole.
Stewards provide their coworkers with information about their
rights under labor law and other
resources related to workplace
safety. They don’t speak for their
coworkers; rather, they involve
their coworkers in union activities and empower them to take
ownership of it. Since Kenyon
has failed to provide adequate
health and support services, we
have formed this steward system
in order to help support each
other through this crisis.
As stewards, we recognize
that Kenyon’s unwillingness to
provide students with a proper
healthcare system makes our
academic and personal wellbeing suffer, which is why we demand Kenyon properly fund and
staff health services on this campus. We anticipate this demand,
which has been made by many
Kenyon students before us, will
be initially ignored by Denniston’s Board, but Kenyon students
in need of affordable healthcare
can’t and shouldn’t wait any longer. That is why K-SWOC is exploring a partnership with an
off-campus healthcare practice
to provide affordable primary
care to Kenyon students who
need it right now. Our ultimate
objective is to establish and expand this program through a
contract negotiated with the
College. However, if Denniston
and the trustees wish to prioritize their anti-union campaign

over the wellbeing of its student
body, we will work with our allies to fundraise for this program ourselves if we have to.
The people who have signed
this op-ed article are not nearly
all the people we need to build
a strong and sound structure for
our current, and future, members — we need you, our coworkers, to build it with us. If
you are a student worker and
wish to join us in connecting
each other through a support
system, please fill out the stewards ballot linked below. Student workers should have a say
in who they believe would fit the
role of a steward in their workplace and advocate for their
needs, specifically on a campus
lacking sufficient healthcare and
student support services.
Nominate a coworker here:
https://forms.gle/z83F79C2zN1vgX3n9

Henry Haley Goldman ’23,
Athletics Statistician
Abdul Hafeez ’24, Special
Collections & Archives - LBIS
Apple Hu ’23, Community
Advisor
Camila Jimenez ’25 Senior
Helpline Consultant
Emma Kang ’25, Gund Gallery Associate
Isabel Keener ’24, Writing
Center Liaison
Carissa Kieger ’24, Senior
Helpline Consultant
Zander Lu ’25, Gund Gallery
Associate
Ammar Raslan ’26, Kenyon
Farm

In Solidarity,

Faiz Rasool ’24 Community
Advisor

Lily Beeson-Norwitz ’23,
Writing Center, Admissions

Mughees Saeed ’25 Community Advisor

Julia Conner, ’24,
Teaching Assistant

MLL

Sonia Suben ’25, ResLife, SE,
and FYE Front Desk

Kat Ellis ’23, Community
Advisor, Writing Center, Psychology Department

Emily Yourman ’24, MLL
Teaching Assistant

Dennis Frimpong ’24, Office
of Green Initiatives

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the
Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness.
Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.
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Weekly Crossword
KYLE KELLEY
CROSSWORD EDITOR

47
49
50
52
54
56
58
59
63
65
67
68
70
72
74
75
76
77
78
79

Liturgical linens
Govt. checks to those in
need
Green Monopoly
pieces
Fit for a king
Maps in maps
Something to be
reckoned with
Smoking evidence
“Dracula” portrayer
Lugosi
WWII battle zone
Toothed tool
Start of a farewell in
Frankfurt
Like some seas
Turning point
“Strike up the band”
Prima donna’s favorite
number
Get in over one’s 		
head
Old enough
Brown alternative,
familiarly
Charon’s crossing
Up and about
Down

Across
1
6
10
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Like some alarms or starts
“One more thing…”
Present time, briefly
Chaser at a party?
Bert who had a lion’s lines
Seacrest’s partner on morning TV
Rules of reasoning
“Time ____ the essence”
Kindergarten guessing game
Satisfied sound
Orange, lemon, or lime

23
25
27
29
32
35
36
39
41
42
43
46

Clear up, in a way
English art gallery
Shortened Hitchcock film
Like a happy medium?
Made a larger poker bet
Pooch, in Paris
Pros and cons diagram
Cup holder?
Jacob’s biblical womb-mate
Logical beginning?
A power play… or the source of
the quote in circles
Cold ending

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

E equivalent
Hi in HI
Hardly hefty
Lanka’s leader?
Leave an impression
Space race
Article in a Spanish

8
9
10
11
12
13
22
24
26
28
30
31
33
34
36
37
38
40
44
45
48
51
53
55
57
60
61
62
64
66
68
69
71
73

newspaper
Booted up
Gluck’s “_____ ed 		
Euridice”
Bun bread
Counterfeit coverups
Intro course?
“I did it!”
Star of Baltimore Colts
TV monitor
Common time
A spider’s network
Paper for a pad?
Bolt fasteners
Humerus place
Dr. of music
___ hole in (rip)
Symbol on a staff
Bugbear or bogey
Goddess with a head start?
CBS forensic franchise
At a high degree
White wizard in Tolkien’s 		
tales
Port of entry
Outer knee tissue
Kingdom next to Kent
“Zoinks!”
Nag, nag, nag
Green-clad plumber 		
turned ghost hunter
Fairy tale ending
Leave a space
Exclamation of awe
Lie, slangily
Modern art?
Collegiate plant
Possibilities

Did you finish this crossword?
Email a photo of your completed crossword to
crossword@kenyoncollegian.com.
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SPORTS
Mary Corbett in as head Women’s soccer punches
women’s basketball coach their ticket to the playoffs
Thursday, October 27

KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

On Sept. 19, Mary Corbett was
named the new head coach of the Kenyon women’s basketball team ahead
of the program’s 50th season. Prior to
coming to Kenyon, Corbett served as
the lead assistant coach for her alma
mater Otterbein University’s women’s
basketball team since 2019 and as a
graduate assistant from 2016 to 2018.
She helped coach the Cardinals to an
18-7 record in the 2021-22 season. She
previously served as a women’s basketball intern for Maine Maritime Academy (Maine) during the 2015-16 season.
A member of the Otterbein Class of
2015, Corbett began her collegiate career at Ohio Wesleyan University, before transferring to Otterbein, where
she served as team captain as a senior.
Given the Owls’ 6-20 record and defeat at the hands of Oberlin College in
the first round of the NCAC tournament last season, Corbett believes that
the team’s main goal should be consistent growth over the season. “My goal
for this season is that each individual
shows improvement and we get better as a team as the year progresses,”
she wrote in an email to the Collegian.
“The winter season is very long so being able to consistently get better will
be the goal.”

In the 2021-22 season, Kenyon surrendered an average of 71.6 points per
game, and Corbett believes improving the team’s defensive strategy will
be key to finding success. “I want to
bring the energy defensively and keep
our opponents on their toes,” she said.
“It’s been an adjustment for the student athletes so far but they are very
coachable.”
As the Owls gear up for the start
of the regular season, Corbett has
been proud of the work the team has
done in their practices so far. “I have
never been around a group that loves
to learn the game like they do,” she
said. “I am fortunate to have a team
that truly wants to be at practice each
day.” According to Katie Orefice ’23,
who led the team in scoring last season, the team has taken to Corbett as
much as she has taken to them. “Thus
far, Coach Corbett has brought a lot of
enthusiasm, commitment, and basketball knowledge to our program,” she
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
Kenyon will open their season at
home against non-conference Defiance College (Ohio) on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m.
For Orefice, the start of the team’s
first season under Corbett can’t come
quickly enough. “I think we have a
great team, and we get along well on
and off the court,” she said. “I am enthusiastic about our potential and I
think that we can accomplish great
things this season.”

20-point third quarter
propels football to win
HYUN CHO
STAFF WRITER

Over the past weekend, the Kenyon
football team traveled to face conference opponent Hiram College. In a
terrific show of resilience, the Owls
came away with a road victory to improve their overall record to 3-4 (2-3
NCAC).
The Owls scored a touchdown with
less than a minute remaining in the
first quarter to take a 7-0 lead,their
sole score for the first half. In the second quarter, Hiram added two touchdowns and a field goal as time expired
in the half to take a 17-7 lead. The Owls
f lew out of the gate to start the third
quarter. Jack Provenza ’23 completed a
2-yard touchdown less than three minutes into the second half. Four minutes later, Zachary Kim ’25 caught his
first of three touchdowns from Ryan
O’Leary ’23 to give Kenyon a 21-17
lead. With just over two minutes left in
the third quarter, O’Leary connected
with Kim again to cap off a 20-point
quarter. However, Hiram kept battling
and reclaimed the lead after scoring
two touchdowns with 8:50 left in the
game. Kenyon responded quickly to
losing the lead, scoring less than three
minutes later. Finn Murray ’23 found
the endzone to give the Owls a 34-31

lead. The defense stymied the Terriers’
offense for the remaining six minutes
of the game.
“We had a couple of mishaps that
we have to clean up, but it was a great
team win,” Kim wrote in an email to
the Collegian, “From the defense making timely stops to the offense marching down the field, it was amazing to
see us claw our way back into it.” Kim,
with two consecutive games with three
touchdowns each, was named NCAC
Offensive Football Athlete of the
Week.
Along with Kim’s phenomenal
showing, it was O’Leary who conducted the offense. Throwing for four
touchdown passes in each of the last
two games, the senior quarterback has
been incredible thus far. Defending
their passer, the offensive linemen had
a superb performance, as well. “For the
first half, we were down a few touchdowns,” offensive lineman Samuel Eluemunoh ’26 stated. “But instead of
remaining frustrated, we connected as
an offense and began to score to win.”
In the final home game of the season, the Owls will host the DePauw
Tigers this Saturday as they celebrate
Senior Day at 1 p.m. Along with that,
Kenyon will host a reunion for the
50th anniversary of the 1972 team, the
only undefeated football team in Kenyon’s history.
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Baker had two of the team’s five shots. | COURTESY OF ISOO O’BRIEN
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s soccer team
continued their strong second half of the
season, beating Hiram College 6-0 before hosting Denison University in Gambier and defeating them 2-0. The Owls,
who have only lost once in the last seven
games, were clinical on offense and defense in both games.
The Owls were intense from the first
whistle, needing only nine minutes to
notch the first goal of the game. After
Kenyon won the ball on the left side of
the field, a shot from Morgan Baker ’25
rattled off the bar. Luckily, Jenna Michel
’26 was onside and ran to tap home the
rebound, making it 1-0 Owls. In the 21st
minute, Michel played a ball across goal
that ended up right outside the box. Kit
Ross ’24, who had stayed back during the
attack, sprinted 20 yards and curled the
ball into the top right corner away from
the helpless Terriers keeper.
Ross, who scored her first collegiate
goal with that shot, detailed in an email
to the Collegian what was going through
her head during the play. “When the ball
was coming out to me, my focus was to
get it on frame, keep the attack going
and create some chaos in the box,” she
said. “When I realized the ball had gone
in, I was ecstatic and I was hoping that it
would be a goal that would help put the
game away for the team.”
In the 28th minute, Eun Hae Lillig ’25
made it 3-0 as she shrugged her defender
off and cheekily lobbed the keeper from
15 yards out. Kenyon continued its onslaught, and three minutes later scored
again when Alex Sokolik ’24 controlled
a pass from defender Jackie Thompson
’24 and slotted the Owls’ final goal of the
half past the keeper.
Kenyon did not let up in the second
half and were productive from the left
wing again. Talulla Sheridan ’25 outpaced her defenders and shot the ball
across the face of goal into the far side
netting to make it 5-0 less than two minutes into the half. Finally, in the last

minute, Julianna Granetzke ’26 volleyed
home from close-range a cross at the
back post to finish off a wonderful game
for the Owls.
Offensively, the Owls were efficient,
taking 25 shots, 17 of them on target.
Kenyon’s defense limited Hiram to two
shots in the first half and zero in the second, with Owls keeper Leah Anderson
’23 needing to make only two saves.
On Wednesday, Kenyon extended
their win streak to three games, defeating
Denison for the first time since 2015 in a
game where two first-half goals made all
the difference. Just eight minutes in, Lillig collected the ball near midfield and,
after nutmegging her defender, played a
neat one-two with Michel, who gave Lillig an opening to burst into the Denison
defense. Dribbling down the right wing,
Lillig raced into the box and shot the ball
off the post and into the left side-netting
to make it 1-0. Then in the 27th minute,
the Owls won a free kick, which Baker
launched into the Big Red box.
As the Denison defenders scrambled
to clear their lines, Sadie Gould ’24
pounced and slid the ball into the bottom right corner to double the lead. Kenyon’s job was far from done, however,
and the Owls endured increasing pressure as the game went on. Of Denison’s
16 shots overall, 10 came in the second
half, along with six corner kicks. However, Anderson, who made eight saves,
along with the Kenyon defense, stood
firm. With the win, the Owls clinched a
berth in the NCAC playoffs and are currently in first place in the regular season
standings.
Looking forward to the last game of
the regular season, Michel hopes the
team stays in form. “I think our team
has grown throughout the season and we
have so much more potential for these
last few games. We can continue to improve on our connection over the next
week to finish the season off strong,” she
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
The Kenyon women’s soccer team’s
last regular-season game is against Wittenberg University in Gambier on Oct.
29 at 1 p.m.
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Owls win big against Oberlin in Senior Day game
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Saturday was a festive affair in Tomsich Arena, as the Owls picked up their
fourth win of the season against Oberlin
College. The stands were busy with 250
spectators as Kenyon celebrated Senior
Day.
The Owls celebrated their seniors in a
pregame ceremony. Newcomer Kathryn
McCaffrey ’26 emphasized the contributions they made. “Senior day is very important this year as we will be celebrating 8 seniors, who each play a huge part
in our team and team culture,” she wrote
in an email to the Collegian before the
match.
The match itself against the Yeowomen proved to be exciting. While the Owls
did not have any long runs, they dominated throughout the first set. Kenyon
forced Oberlin to commit 10 errors, while
they only had two. As a result, the Owls
glided to a 25-12 victory.
The second set was close throughout.
After both teams led in the early part of
the set, the score tied at 15. From there
the Yeowomen went 10-5 due to their
dominance at the net. They won eight of
their last ten points on kills and had 18
for the set.
Eras Yager ’23 was confident in the
team’s ability to win the match after be-

Volleyball earns signature win on Senior Day. | SEJIN KIM/SID/NCAA
ing tied 1-1. “Going into the third set, my
mentality was that we were not going to
lose this game to Oberlin and that I was
going to do the best of my ability to score
points and keep the other team out of system,” she wrote in an email to the Collegian. “I think the excitement of senior
night kept a lot of us motivated to win.”
The Owls jumped out to an early 7-1
lead, with Yager being responsible for two
kills, but the Yeoman responded with an
8-1 run of their own. After trading points
for a while, Kenyon was able to get a 20-16
lead. They never looked back from there,
winning 25-20.

Field hockey celebrates
seniors, goes 2-0 on week

The fourth set was again close at the
beginning. After being tied at nine, Kenyon was able to grab a 14-11 lead. The
Owls soared away from there going on a
11-5 run to close out the match.
After losing on the road to Ohio Wesleyan University on Tuesday, Kenyon is
now finished with conference play. Ellie
Luciani ’23, who is fourth on the team
in digs, believes the Owls have improved
over the season. “We learned a lot from
NCAC play, and we are a better team at
the back end of it than we were coming
into it,” she wrote in an email to the Collegian. “That said, we have work to do be-

Men’s soccer on the road:
another game, another win
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF GRAHAM STOKES
AAKASH GUNTURU
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon field hockey team celebrated its five seniors during the Owls’ final
home game. Playing against the College
of Wooster, Kenyon secured a 5-0 shutout,
with many of the seniors contributing to the
win. On Monday, Kenyon defeated Oberlin College 3-0 to set an 9-7 overall record.
With a 4-4 NCAC record, the Owls are in
fourth place and are projected to earn a
playoff berth.
On Saturday, the Owls started strong
with Carolyn Herbosa ’23 scoring the first
goal for Kenyon just three minutes into the
first quarter. The Owls found the back of the
net again with a goal by Kiersten Hoffmann
’25 and an assist from Ella Haskins ’25. Following the previous successes, Grace Lane
’25 continued the streak with Kenyon’s next
goal midway through the second quarter.
Early in the second half, Hannah Paprotna ’24 assisted Bella Kern ’23 in scoring
for Kenyon. Four minutes later, Lana Stone
’26 scored the final goal to finalize the Se-

nior Day win. Throughout the game, Kenyon outshot Wooster 13-2, seven of which
were shots on goal.
Goalkeeper Payton Doan ’23 reflected
on her experiences with the program. “Over
the past 4 years, Kenyon FH has meant everything to me. My teammates make Gambier home and I wouldn’t change it for the
world,” she wrote in an email to the Collegian.
In their final NCAC game of the season, the Owls outshot the Yeowoman 160. Kern, assisted by Stone, scored the first
goal of the game during the second quarter. Three minutes into the third quarter,
Hoffmann scored with an assist from Lane.
To close out the game, Lane scored the final goal in the fourth quarter. Throughout
most of the game, Kenyon controlled the
ball with 13 of 16 shots on goal and a 12-0
advantage of penalty corners on Oberlin.
Both the offense and defense played well in
securing two consecutive shutouts.
The Owls will travel to Danville, Ky. to
play Centre College in their final game of
the season on Saturday.

fore the tournament to beat our seed.”
The Owls will go into the NCAC tournament as the No. 7 seed. All eight teams
make the NCAC tournament, but only
the bottom four seeds play in round one.
Kenyon will play the College of Wooster
at 4 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 28, in Springfield, Ohio.
The two teams recently played on Oct.
19 where Kenyon lost in four sets (25-21,
21-25, 25-21, 25-21). Like most matches
this season, the Owls fought hard until the end, but ultimately lost by a few
points.
Before the postseason, the Owls have
two matches on Saturday in University
Heights, Ohio. Their current record is
4-18 (2-5 NCAC).
While Kenyon still has the NCAC
tournament to look forward to, winning
on Senior Day was clearly a highlight of
the season. “I almost cried immediately
after we won but I held it together,” Yager said. “A lot of cheering, jumping, and
hugging ensued.”
Luciani shared a similar sentiment.
“To see everyone’s family and friends
come together to celebrate, as well as to
be able to win in front of them, was something I’ll always be grateful for,” she said.
“I love the girls in my class so much and
we’ve gone through so much together so
to be able to end on that note was fantastic.”

The Kenyon men’s soccer team
(14-0-1) traveled to face off against
Hiram College on a dark Saturday
evening where they dispatched the
Terriers 2-0. This win extended the
Owls’ unbeaten streak of NCAC
regular season games — which began in 2016 — to 50 in a row.
Kenyon immediately started off
on the front foot, as it has done
many times this season, needing
fewer than two minutes to open the
scoring From a throw-in at their
own half, the Owls calmly passed
the ball around the backline before
Aidan Burns ’24 found Max Thesing
’24 on the left f lank. Thesing played
a ball over the top, which Sebastian
Gaese ’23 controlled at the edge of
the box. Gaese, in turn, laid the ball
off to midfielder Mac NardielloSmith ’23, who ran unmarked and
smashed his shot past the helpless
goalkeeper to make it 1-0.
The Owls continued to control
the game, but, despite taking 15
shots in the first half and forcing
four saves, could not find the back
of the net again until the second
half. Kenyon was energetic out of
the gate once more, and this time
the Owls needed just over three
minutes to double their lead. The
Owls capitalized on their offensive
pressure high up the pitch, when
the ball fell to Thesing 20 yards out

from the goal. Using his favored
left foot, Thesing looped his pinpoint cross to the back right post,
where a wide open Scott Upton ’23
headed the ball across goal and into
the bottom left corner to make it
2-0. The Owls closed out the game
comfortably, with the Terriers failing to record a shot on target in the
second half, making it an easy day
at the office for Kenyon keeper Jack
Pedreschi ’25.
With only one game left in the
regular season, the Kenyon men’s
soccer team knows their job isn’t
done, and they are not slowing
down. “We always make sure we
come out with intensity and put the
opposing team on the back foot as
soon as the ball is kicked,” Upton
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
He now has eight goals and two assists this season and hopes that the
team will continue to be clinical in
front of goal in upcoming important games. “Scoring goals is a team
effort and I hope that we can continue to attack at will and continue
to provide each other with quality
scoring opportunities,” he said.
The Owls’ last regular-season game, the annual Senior Day
match, will be against Wittenberg
University at Mavec Field on Oct.
29 at 3:30 p.m. If they win, Kenyon
will secure their seventh straight
NCAC regular-season title and will
enter the NCAC tournament undefeated with home field advantage
throughout, beginning Nov. 2.

